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Rahu. Dragon or demon of
Hindu mythology. It is believed to
cause eclipse of the sun or moon.
Raiatea OR LAIATEA. Island of
French Oceania. One of the three
most important islands of the
Society group (the others being
Tahiti' and Moorea), it was dis-
covered by Cook, who called it
Ulitea. The chief place on Raiatea
is Uturoa, which has a municipal
council.

Another island of French Ocea-
nia, in the Leeward group, is called
Huahine Raiatea.

Raibolini, FRANCESCO, Real
name of the Italian painter, Fran-
cesco Francia (q.v.).

Raichur. District and town of
Mysore state, India, in the Gul-
barga division. The dist. lies in
the E. of the state, adjacent to
Andhra Union. Nearly the whole
of the cultivable area is in use,
mainly for food grains. The rain-
fall is 22 ins. The Kistna and
Tungabhadra rivers form the N.
and S. boundaries. Area 5,436 sq.
m. The town is centrally situated
on the Bombay-Madras rly. Pop
(1951) dist., 953,640; town,
54.032.

Raid. In international law, a
hostile invasion of territory of a
state at peace, undertaken without
the sanction of any recognized
political community. Historic ex-
amples are the Fenian Raid, from
the U.S.A. into Canada, in 1866 ;
and the Jameson Raid into the
Transvaal, 1895-96. Such raiders
have no claim to the rights of
belligerents at the bands of the
country invaded, which may deal
with them according to its own
laws. The country from which the
raid was organized is liable for
damages if negligence on its part
can be proved. In Great Britain
the organization of, or participa-
tion in, a raid into a friendly
country is a crime under the
Foreign Enlistment Act. (See
Jameson Raid.)

In the military sense a raid is an
attack against the enemy by a com-
paratively small body of men for
some local or specific purpose.
The trench raids of the First
Great War were made to obtain
prisoners and so establish the
identity of the units engaged in a
particular part of the line. The
mobile fighting of the Second
Great War provided few oppor-
tunities for these, and the term
raid was more generally applied to
attacks on enemy-occupied terri-
tory, British co*mmandos raided
enemy installations and other
vulnerable points; when they
attacked in cooperation with the

navy and R.A.F., combined opera-
tions raids were spoken of. Large-
scale raids were called reconnais-
sance in force, e.g. the British and
Canadian attack on Dieppe, A.TICT
19, 1942.                                    b'

In air warfare a raid is an attack
by aircraft against an objective
behind the enemy's lines, as dis-
tinct from air operations in close
support of advancing troops and
armour. See Air Raids.

Raiffeisen, FRIEDBICH WIL-
HELM (1818-88). German econo-
mist and founder of agricultural
cooperative banking. Born at
Hamm on the Sieg, Rhineland,
March 30, 1818, he was burgo-
master from 1845 at various places;
from 1852 at Heddesdorf, near
Neuwied, where he died March 11,
1888. In 1847 Raiffeisen established
the first agricultural cooperative
banks at Heddesdorf and Weyer-
busch. They soon found imitators,
and within a few years a network
of Raiffeisen banks was spread
over the country.

Raikes, ROBERT (1735-1811).
British philanthropist. Born at
Gloucester, Sept. 14, 1735, he
succeeded his
father in 1757
as proprietor
of The Glou-
cester Journal.
Carrying on
this work un-
til 1802, he
drew attention
to the question
of prison re-
form, but it
was his estab-
lishment of a Sunday school in
Gloucester in 1780 that made his
fame, for his venture was the begin-
ning of a nation-wide movement.
Raikes died April 5, 1811. His
statue stands in the Embankment
Gardens, London. A study by G.
Kendall appeared in 1939. See
Sunday Schools.

Rail. Name given to birds of the
family Rallidae, distributed over
many parts of the world and distin-
guished by having laterally flat-
tened bodies suitable for passing
through dense undergrowth. They
are comparatively long in the leg
and toes. The tail is short and
inconspicuous, the head small, and
the beak usually rather long and
more or less curved at the tip. In
Great Britain the family is repre-
sented by the corncrake, coot,
water-hen, and water-rail. The last
named occurs sparsely in the fens
and marshes. The plumage is olive-
brown on the upper parts and grey
below, and the bird has a con-
spicuous red beak. It is about 11

ins. long, and is to be found all the
year round. It nests among the
sedges by the sides of ponds and

Robert Raikes,

British
philanthropist

Sail   The water-rail, ol the family
Rallidae, a swimmer and diver that
nests in the sedges
W. S. BerriSge, P.2.S.
streams, is a strong swimmer and
diver, and flies only when com-
pelled. Three other rails, the
spotted, the little, and Baillion's,
occur in Great Britain. See Coot;
Corncrake.
Rattex Letter Service. System
of postal delivery operated by the
G.P.O. and British Railways." The
postal packet is conveyed by post
office messenger to the appro-
priate rly. station for dispatch by
the first available train, and on
arrival at the station of destina-
tion is immediately delivered to the
addressee by another messenger,,
provided it arrives during the
hours when messengers are on duty.
In 1948 the charge was 3s. for
2 oz., and 3s. (>d. for I Ib. (maxi-
mum). Registered letters are not
accepted.
Railway Mania. Popular term
for the wild speculation in railway
shares which took place between
1842-47. The immediate success
of the first rlys. induced financiers
to project lines even where there
was no economic justification, and
shares in the companies they
floated were eagerly purchased by
all classes. Hundreds of fraudulent
concerns were formed ; unecono-
mic lines were bought up by com-
pany promoters and their shares
offered to a gullible public. With
the high prices offered for rly.
holdings of any description, the
shares of honest companies were
fantastically inflated. One of the
principal promoters and specu-
lators was George Hudson (#.i".).
Towards the close of 1847 the boom
collapsed. A permanent result of
the railway mania was that less
populous districts were served by
lines which otherwise might not
have come into existence. Consult
Facts, Failures, and Frauds, J.
Evans, 1859.